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interests. His conduct on this occasion has cer-
tainly not found apologists among those who would
emphasise as frequently as possible his ruthless
opportunism.

In the same year as this financial crisis, and
almost in the same month, Charles, prompted by
Clifford, made a tentative step towards fulfilling
the most immoral clause in his compact with
Louis XIV by suspending those sections of the
Clarendon Code which inhibited Nonconformists
from practising their religion. This Declaration
of Indulgence instantly aroused the most violent
agitation, for the veriest simpleton could see
that the soothing generalisation of Nonconformity
was only a cloak for furthering the cc grand
Catholic Design/' and even simpletons were not
immune from the widespread terror of popery.
The agitation in Parliament was such that Charles
was coerced into submission, and within the
twelvemonth agreed to the passing of a Test Act
according to which all who held office under the
Crown were obliged to declare against tran-
substantiation and to take the sacrament according
to the Anglican rite. On this rock the Cabal3
never at the best of times a united body, split.
Clifford resigned from the office of Treasurer,
while the Duke of York, who had recently an-
nounced his conversion, retired from his post as